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International Composting Awareness Week 2019 
(Sunday 5 May to Saturday 11 May) 

 

International Composting Awareness Week Australia (ICAW), is a week of activities, events and publicity to 
improve awareness of the importance of compost, a valuable organic resource, and to promote compost use, 

knowledge and products.  
 

The VWMA is hosting two events during ICAW 2019 to raise the profile of composting and organic resource recovery, 
as well as profiling the landfill diversion programs and the people and businesses disrupting the market, working to 

improve business efficiency and environmental outcomes.  

BREAKFAST – Monday 6 May (7:30AM TO 9:00AM) @ St Kilda Townhall 
This event will feature a standing breakfast and engaging presentations from leaders in the field of public and business 
programs around waste avoidance, composting and sustainable packaging. City of Port Phillip will also present on their waste 
strategy.  

SPEAKERS 

Richard Fine (BioPak)  
richard@biopak.com | skype:Richard.biopak  
Richard is a second-generation packaging professional. His career began at the age of 19 
when he joined the family plastic company, producing packaging for the cosmetics and 
pharmaceutical industries.  
 
Richard combined his production expertise and his interest in sustainability to pioneer a new 
type of packaging and BioPak was born. Richard sits on industry working groups for a 
number of waste and packaging industry bodies across Australia and New Zealand. 
 
“When you're running a food business, single-use packaging can be unavoidable but, we 
can help reduce the negative impact on the environment. As well as being manufactured in 
an eco-friendly way, and commercially compostable and recyclable, BioPak single-use 
packaging has a host of other benefits, like guilt-free convenience. Plus, single-use 
packaging improves sanitation and reduces the spread of infectious diseases.” –BioPak  
 

 

 David Gravina (Compost Revolution) 
dg@compostrevolution.com.au | @Deskimo 
David Gravina is a social entrepreneur who founded Australia’s first sustainable digital 
agency, Digital Eskimo (DE) in 2001 – acquired in 2015, now Future Friendly – which 
used participatory design and open source technology to scale the impact of purpose-
driven teams. The agency co-created many ground breaking projects for the country’s top 
tier NGOs, government and progressive corporates including Amnesty International, St 
Vincent De Paul's, Greenpeace, the Australian Human Rights Commission, UTS, UWS, 
IAG and many others. 
 
In 2012 he launched a social venture, Revolution Apps, which is now focussed on scaling 
the Compost Revolution to expand the impact of home organics on Australia’s waste and 
landfill problem.  
 
Currently working with 33 councils across Australia, the Compost Revolution is an award-
winning platform which inspires, educates and equips households so they can recover 
their food waste. Our fun online tutorials and integrated ordering system allows residents 
to choose their composting gear and have it delivered straight to their door. 

 
 

mailto:richard@biopak.com
mailto:dg@compostrevolution.com.au
https://twitter.com/Deskimo


 

2 
 

 

 

Katy Barfield (YUME)  
katy@yumefood.com.au | @katybarfield  
Yume’s mission is to create a world without waste by facilitating the sale and donation 
of surplus food that may have otherwise been discarded. 
 
Yume was founded in 2014 by food rescue veteran, Katy Barfield, after witnessing the 
amount of food that’s wasted in the commercial food sector. 
 
Katy Barfield is Australia’s leading food waste warrior. Instead of just talking about the 
issues, she has dedicated the past 10 years to doing something about it. As the 
founding CEO of SecondBite, she led the organisation through a period of intense 
growth, from collecting around 600kg of fresh produce to redistributing over two 
million kilograms in 2012. In 2013, Katy launched Australia's first wholesale fruit and 
veg business, Spade and Barrow to keep Australian farmers on the land. 
 
Yume enables food suppliers such as primary producers and manufacturers to sell 
their quality surplus products to buyers in the foodservice industry. Already, Yume - 
which works with hundreds of leading food manufacturers, such as Unilever and 
Mondelez and food service giants like Sodexo and Accor Hotels - has sold over 
819,000kg of quality surplus food, returning $2.6 million to Australian farmers and 
manufacturers. 
 

 

 

Dick Gross (City of Port Phillip) 
@DickGross 
Dick is a lawyer, writer, climate change lecturer, and self-described local government tragic. He 
served on Port Phillip Council from 1996 to 2008 and again since 2016. This is his fourth term as 
Mayor. Dick is the chair of Keep Victoria Beautiful, former President of the Municipal Association 
of Victoria, and former director of the Australian Local Government Association. He was awarded 
the Medal of the Order of Australia in 2010 for services to the environment and local government. 
As well as focusing on broader city issues and improving open space, Dick’s passions include 
contributing to flood mitigation and managing the impact of climate change along the vulnerable 
coastal areas in Port Phillip. Writer of six books, Dick was also the author of a popular blog for 
The Age on “unbelief” from 2011 to 2014. Dick has three children and is not divorced more than 
40 years after his first pash with his wife. 
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INNOVATORS 

Reground 
https://www.reground.com.au/  
To date this business has helped save over 260 tonnes of 
coffee grounds from ending up in landfill!  
 
Reground exists to aid businesses help the environment and 
not let any coffee, chaff or soft plastic waste end in landfill. 
 
Reground creates a community around waste resources to 
educate us all on ways to make our future more sustainable. 
 
Reground changes the current waste disposal structure 
making it more resourceful for our pocket, people and planet. 
 

Little Green Panda 
https://www.littlegreenpanda.com/ 
Little Green Panda is an innovative plant-based company born 
out of the need to solve the “guilty” sipping problem.  
 
Check out their youtube video here.  

Minimal Glitter 
https://www.minimalglitter.com/ 
Minimal (Glitter) is an eco-friendly alternative to plastic based 
glitter that gives the same amazing effect, without leaving a 
negative environmental footprint. Their glitter is created by 
taking the cellulose from hardwood, such as eucalyptus, and 
turn it into a biodegradable film.  

BUSINESS 

Eco Guardians 
https://www.ecoguardians.com.au/  
Aaron - aaron@ecoguardians.com.au 
 
Eco Guardians provide sustainable solutions to a range of 
problems that today's businesses face with their 
environmental obligations. 
 
Eco Guardians support a range of onsite processing solutions 
and some of their technology will be showcased as part of our 
site tours on Thursday.  

Choice Energy  
https://www.choiceenergy.com.au/ 
Rebecca - rebecca@choiceenergy.com.au  
 
Reducing the amount of waste we generate is one way to 
minimise our environmental footprint. So is becoming more 
efficient and sustainable with how we use energy.   
 
Choice Energy is a partner of the VWMA and has been helping 
our members reduce their energy footprint, costs and also 
supporting them in renewable energy upgrades.  
 
Choice is Clean Energy Council accredited so you can feel 
confident with their solar services.  
 
 

Cleanaway 
www.cleanaway.com.au  
Melinda - Melinda.Lizza@cleanaway.com.au  
 
Cleanaway Waste Management Limited (Cleanaway) has 
made significant investments in their capacity to manage 
organic waste. As part of the site tours organised for 
Thursday 9 May we will be visiting some of these Cleanaway 
assets.  
 
Cleanaway is Australia’s largest total waste management 
solutions company, employing over 5,500 people across 
Australia. The company services customers ranging from 
small businesses to large multi-national commercial and 
industrial organisations across a range of different industries. 

Corio Waste Management 
www.coriowm.com.au/ 
Brett - Brett.Lemin@coriowm.com.au 
 
Corio Waste Management Pty Ltd (Corio) is supporting us run 
a ‘Toward Zero Waste to Landfill’ event for our breakfast.  
 
Corio is an Australian company owned by the Dickens family. 
Ken, Mathew and Nathan Dickens are all employees of the 
company. Our management team is one of the most 
consistent, experienced, knowledgeable and expert in the 
waste management industry. 
 
With over 70 employees, 40 collection vehicles and operations 
in Geelong, Altona North and Dandenong South, Corio Waste 

https://www.reground.com.au/
https://www.littlegreenpanda.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4QVeK7agEM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.minimalglitter.com/
https://www.ecoguardians.com.au/
mailto:aaron@ecoguardians.com.au
https://www.choiceenergy.com.au/
mailto:rebecca@choiceenergy.com.au
http://www.cleanaway.com.au/
mailto:Melinda.Lizza@cleanaway.com.au
http://www.coriowm.com.au/
mailto:Brett.Lemin@coriowm.com.au
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The business has three major operating segments: 

- Solid Waste Services 
- Liquids & Health Services 
- Industrial Services 

 
Cleanaway’s extensive network of over 250 locations 
(Australia wide), 4000 plus specialist vehicles, and diverse 
service offering coupled with their expertise and experience in 
the sector sees this business listed as one of the top 100 
companies on the ASX (ASX: CWY).  
  

Management Pty Ltd offers clean, efficient and sustainable 
services across the waste resource value chain. 
 
Corio Waste Management Pty Ltd offers these services to over 
6,000 commercial and industrial businesses and local 
government administration throughout Victoria. 
 

 STATE GOVERNMENT 

Environment Protection Authority Victoria 
EPA Victoria (EPA) is an independent statutory authority 
under the Environment Protection Act 2017. The Act defines 
EPA’s powers, duties and functions, and provides a 
framework for the prevention and control of air, land and 
water pollution, industrial noise and waste. 
 
EPA works closely with the Department of Environment, 
Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) and Sustainability 
Victoria (SV), to develop environment protection policy and 
legislation and to deliver programs that support environmental 
protection. 
 
EPA’s job is to keep Victoria prosperous and livable by 
preventing and reducing harm from pollution and waste.  

Sustainability Victoria  
Sustainability Victoria's (SV) statutory objective is to facilitate 
and promote environmental sustainability in the use of 
resources. Established under the Sustainability Victoria Act 
2005, SV is a statutory authority with a board appointed by the 
Minister for Environment and Climate Change. 
SV has a number of programs and campaigns it delivers. One 
of it’s flagship programs is the Love Food Hate Waste program.  
Food Hate Waste aims to raise awareness of avoidable food 
waste from Victorian households. Each year Victorian 
households send over 250,000 tonnes of avoidable food waste 
to landfill, presenting a financial loss for households and also 
impacting on our environment. 
 
It is linked to the successful campaign of the same name 
developed in the United Kingdom by WRAP UK and delivered 
in New South Wales 

Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery Group  
The Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery Group (MWRRG) is a Victorian Government statutory body established under 
the Environmental Protection Act (1970) to coordinate and facilitate the delivery of waste management activities in metropolitan 
Melbourne.  
It works to increase resource recovery, reduce the amount of waste sent to landfill and facilitate appropriate infrastructure, land 
use and services planning.  
MWRRG’s principal role is to facilitate the procurement of efficient and sustainable resource recovery and residual waste 
disposal services for 31 local councils in metropolitan Melbourne.  
 
MWRRG and Organic waste  
MWRRG aims to increase the volume of organic waste recovered from households by growing the organics processing network 
for metropolitan Melbourne.  
The network will deliver food and garden organics processing facilities that will service over three quarters of households in the 
Melbourne metropolitan area. It will have the capacity to divert over 450,000 tonnes of food and garden waste a year away from 
landfill.  
MWRRG currently manages organics contracts for 24 councils in metropolitan Melbourne.  
More information about MWRRG’s work: https://www.mwrrg.vic.gov.au/waste/organics/  
 
 
 

https://www.mwrrg.vic.gov.au/waste/organics/


 

5 
 

 

SITE TOURS – Thursday 9 May (8:15AM TO 4:30PM) 
This full day event will take delegates on a tour of different sites across metropolitan Melbourne so that you can see, feel, hear 
and maybe smell all that’s involved with managing the waste and other material we generate through our daily life / business 
activities. It’s a great chance to gain behind the scenes access and information on an aspect of this essential service that is 
largely unseen by most of Australia.   
  
Delegates will be required to meet at the Queen Victoria Market for Pickup and Drop-off. Please contact our office for more 
information.  
 
Confirmed sites (Not in order of site tour schedule)  
Melbourne Zoo 
At Melbourne Zoo, animal waste is collected and composted together with their 
visitor and horticulture waste. This material is composted onsite through an in-
vessel composter called Hot Rot. It’s then commercially blended to create Zoo Gro 
that is suitable for use as soil conditioners and organic fertilisers. 
 
https://www.zoo.org.au/about-us/vision-and-mission/environmental-
sustainability/waste-management  
  

South Melbourne Market 
The Market is now recycling its organic waste and turning it into nutrient-rich garden 
fertilisers. 
 
Every 2 tonnes of waste diverted from landfill has the same greenhouse gas 
reduction effect as taking a car off the road for a year! That’s why we have taken a 
significant step to stop organic waste entering landfill through two processes: Large-
scale vermicomposting of their green waste (resulting in a specially formulated, 
organic garden fertiliser called Market Magic); and turning food waste into garden 
fertiliser known as SoilFood™, through a fermentation and dehydration process 
https://southmelbournemarket.com.au/organic-waste-recycling/  
 

 

CERES 
In 1981, a group of like-minded people dedicated to social awareness, community 
involvement and environmental issues secured a lease for a 4-hectare plot of 
neglected land in Brunswick East. Fast-forward to 2019, that neglected land is one 
of Brunswick’s most loved destinations. CERES is an award winning, not-for-profit, 
sustainability centre and urban farm – and provides the community and businesses 
an opportunity to engage on important sustainability challenges in a way that few 
other experiences can replicate. 
 

 

Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG)  
 
Winner of the 2018 Sustainability Victoria Outstanding Contribution to Industry 
Development Award, the MCG’s organic fertiliser (that it creates on site form 
organic waste into product that can be reused) is a great example of what’s possible 
for event venues.  
 
Waste produced at the MCG is treated in-house and turned into a soil additive that 
is being used to sustain the heritage listed Yarra Park which surrounds the stadium. 
The dehydrator at the MCG takes the organic waste and processes them into a soil 
additive known as SoilFood™. 

 

https://www.zoo.org.au/about-us/vision-and-mission/environmental-sustainability/waste-management
https://www.zoo.org.au/about-us/vision-and-mission/environmental-sustainability/waste-management
https://southmelbournemarket.com.au/organic-waste-recycling/
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South East Organic Facility and Unpackaging facility 
This facility sorts, decontaminates and shreds more than 100,000 tonnes of Food 
Organics and Green Organics (FOGO) waste each year, servicing kerbside FOGO 
collections across South East Melbourne.  
Check out youtube videos for the Depack and the South East Organics + 
Cleanaway’s food waste services here.  

 
________________________________________________ 

 

 

About the VWMA 

The Victorian Waste Management Association (VWMA) is the key division of the Victorian Transport Association 
representing the waste and recycling sectors. We are a member based, not for profit association that aims to be the 
leading association for recycling and waste management in Victoria.  

Currently the VWMA has the State’s highest member representation of the waste and resource recovery sector 
representing all aspects of the waste and resource recovery system including:  

- Local Government 
- Transfer stations  
- Liquid waste operators 
- Transporters 
- All of Victoria’s major landfills  
- C&D recyclers 
- Skip bin operators  
- Exporters and more. 

The VWMA works to promote best practice and the highest industry standards through providing Member services and 
advice on industrial relations, occupational health and safety issues and environmental regulations.  

The VWMA represents its members and advocates and lobbies on their behalf on issues and policies affecting them by 
developing professional relationships with the relevant Government agencies, the wider waste industry and the public. 

Office Location: 

Level 1, Mirrat House. 46 Kooringa Way, Port Melbourne VIC 3207 

Mailing Address: 

PO Box 5, South Melbourne VIC 3205 

Telephone: 03 9646 8590 

Email: reception@vta.com.au 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2pcqrtrLpA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nv54cJK_soE&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZI0lkH7WnqA

