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Sustainability Victoria publishes outcomes of Climate Change research 
 
SV’s research into peoples’ attitudes toward Climate Change showed that: 

 Nearly 80% of Victorians believe that human activity has contributed to climate 
change and they are concerned about the impact it is having now and into the 
future. 

 For young Victorians, over half of them rate it in the top two issues facing their 
generation. 

 The key issues nominated by people in the survey reflected where they live, rural 
Victorians are most concerned by drought and bushfires; in Melbourne, air pollution 
and drought and coastal Victoria by erosion. 

The research was conducted to inform actions that can be taken by Government, Business 
and the Community to meet the Victorian target of net zero emissions by 2050.  . 

As the research showed, participants are fairly supportive of actions that reduce energy 
consumption that don’t cost or in fact save money, such as reducing energy use or car use 
or purchasing energy efficient appliances.  A smaller group of Victorians are prepared to 
take further actions such as purchasing green power or installing solar panels. 

The Victorian Government’s TAKE2 is Victoria’s collective climate change program 
supporting individuals, government, business and other organisations to help our state 
achieve net zero emissions by 2050. 

The waste industry can play an important role in supporting their customers to achieve 
lowering their own emissions footprint through simple actions such as better recycling and 
waste minimisation. The VWMA supports the Victorian 
Government’s Take 2 initiative and encourages members to 
consider getting involved.  Further details at 
https://www.take2.vic.gov.au/   

 
he EPA has released a draft science 
strategy as part of its expanded role to 
be a defender of human health and 

protector of the environment.  The strategy 
will address three key aspects, better data 
collection, translating that data into useful 
products that set appropriate standards and 
regulatory tools that mitigate risks to the 
environment and public health from pollution 
and waste. 

The draft strategy heralds the EPA’s 
enhanced focus on developing its scientific 
capability.  Members can hear more about 
this when the new Chief Scientist Dr Andrea 
Hinwood speaks at the next Breakfast@ 
RACV on Wednesday 8th November.  
Bookings on the website, www.vwma.com.au  

 

  

T 

October 17 

Xmas Lunch Friday 1 Dec 

Sponsored by Bucher Municipal 

Places are filling fast 

Don’t miss out 

Go to the website and grab a 
table of 10 

Or a few tickets 

www.vwma.com.au  

https://www.take2.vic.gov.au/
http://www.vwma.com.au/
http://www.vwma.com.au/
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New EPA Guidelines for Development 
Proposals within Landfill Buffer Zones 

 
The EPA has released guidelines for 
planners considering applications within 
landfill buffers. 
 
The guide (Pub 1642) helps informs decision 
makers through technical pathways for 
determining the level of assessment required 
for developments that fall in the EPA’s landfill 
buffer distance guidelines. 
 
Hopefully by better identifying the issues in 
the first instance, decisions relating to siting 
potentially incompatible uses within 
recommended landfill buffer distances can be 
mitigated. 
 
In other EPA news, the Authority has issued 
a works approval to the City of Wangaratta to 
construct an organic waste processing facility 
at its Bowser landfill and to the City of 
Wyndham to extend its operations at the 
Werribee landfill. 

 

Worksafe trains new Inspectors 

Worksafe have announced the recent 
graduation of 18 inspectors and 4 
investigators to join Worksafe’s existing front 
line team. They have commenced conducting 
visits to workplaces around Victoria. 
 
Recent court cases have highlighted the 
need to be vigilant in ensuring a safe 
workplace with companies being prosecuted 
and fined for working too close to overhead 
lines and operating machinery in a transfer 
station without pedestrian separation 
controls. 
 
Worksafe have highlighted key safety 
measures employers need to have including: 

• Ensuring workers are provided with 
appropriate training and supervision. 

• Ensuring workers and members of the 
public are isolated and separated from 
powered machinery and vehicles. 

• Ensuring appropriate signage is in 
place and barriers are erected where 
appropriate. 

• Identifying and controlling visibility 
issues, particularly if lighting is poor (eg. fog, 
rain, night works). 

• Ensuring the machinery is regularly 
inspected and maintained. 

Submission on Waste to the Federal 
Parliament’s Environment Committee 

The VWMA has provided some industry 
comments to the Senate’s inquiry into the 
solid waste industry. 
 
The terms of reference were wide ranging 
and sought information on the amount of 
solid waste, how it was managed in landfills, 
the role of landfill levies, the movement of 
solid waste across state boundaries, the state 
of recycling and general economic conditions 
of the industry. 
 
The VWMA highlighted a diverse industry in 
Victoria that is efficient, competitive and 
focused on customer service that works 
reasonably well within the existing State 
based regulatory framework.   
 
Our criticisms were directed toward landfill 
levies that keep rising without a true 
assessment of their effectiveness and 
pointing out that levy differentials between 
states might encourage arbitrage but which 
wasn’t illegal.  
 
Our submission also indicated that we were 
not in favour of more regulation and that the 
Federal Government’s role should be to 
provide national support to the States and 
encourage a harmonious policy approach. 

 
The VWMA’s submission is on the website. 

VTA Technology Group Meeting: 
Key Topic: ‘Application of Vicroads 
Innovative Technology to Heavy 
Vehicles Road Users’ 
Thursday, 9 November, 10.00am – 
noon 




